
Game management 
in Portugal: an overview 

João Carvalho 
General secretary 
 

ASSOCIAÇÃO NACIONAL DE PROPRIETÁRIOS RURAIS 
GESTÃO CINEGÉTICA E BIODIVERSIDADE 

National Landowners game management  
and Biodiversity Organization 

European Non-Wood Forest Products Network 
COST Action FP1203 | Lisbon June 2013 



• Recent history of game management in Portugal 

• Hunting and game management in numbers 
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• 1974’s revolution – abolishing of  

shooting estates and nationalization  

of the land 

• Increase on hunters numbers 

• Strong decrease of game populations 

(absence of game management) 

• Strong decrease of non game populations 
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• 1986’s Hunting act changes 

• First shooting estates created in 1988 

• Mid 90’s: most of the land had returned to its previous owners 

• Beginning of the 21st century 

hunting estates covering up to  

90% of the territory 

• Game and non game 

populations recovering 
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HUNTERS (2013): 

• 286.941 hunting permits (2,6% population) 

• 131.651 annual licences (1,2% population)    

(+1.137 foreign hunters) 

 

Decrease of more  

than 65% in 20 years 

(350.000 hunters 

3,5% population) 
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 LICENÇAS DE CAÇA  EMITIDAS POR TIPO 

(EVOLUÇÃO) 
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HUNTERS (2013): 

• 3.608 new candidates annually  

(70% approvals) 

• Loss of more than  

10.000 hunters 

each year 

 

Hunting and game  
management in numbers 

ASSOCIAÇÃO NACIONAL DE PROPRIETÁRIOS RURAIS 
GESTÃO CINEGÉTICA E BIODIVERSIDADE 

European Non-Wood Forest Products Network 
COST Action FP1203 | Lisbon June 2013 

DISTRIBUIÇÃO DOS CAÇADORES POR CLASSE ÉTARIA 
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HUNTING ESTATES (2013): 

• 4.472 Hunting estates  

(7.082.200 ha | 79% territory | 90% hunting area) 
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TIPOS DE ZC 

ZCA ZCT ZCM ZCN 

N.º ÁREA(ha) N.º ÁREA(ha) N.º ÁREA(ha) N.º ÁREA(ha) 

2.397 2.976.603 1.089 1.215.294 981 2.846.998 5 43.311 

N.º  DE ZC NO CONTINENTE

ZCA

ZCT

ZCM

ZCN



ART 
Dissecação, pintura, 
escultura, literatura 

 

TOURISM 
Hotéis, restaurantes, 
viagens, ecoturismo, 

birdwatching 

MEDIA 
Livros, revistas, 

imprensa 
especializada, sítios 

na Internet 

 
 

PUBLIC SECTOR 
Licenças, taxas, 
alvarás, impostos. 

JOBS 
Guardas, técnicos e 

gestores, 
trabalhadores rurais, 

secretários, 
mochileiros, 

batedores, etc. 

 

RURAL AREAS 
Compra de caça, 

rendas a 
proprietários e 

agricultores, criação 
de caça, etc. 

INDUSTRY 
Equipamentos  

Armas, munições, 
vestuário, Indústria 

alimentar, etc. 

 

NATIONAL 
HUNTERS 

140.000 

 
FOREIGN 
HUNTERS 

 

Universo de  
7 milhões só na UE 

ZCT 
ZCA 
ZCN 
ZCM 
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HUNTING 
GENERATES UP TO 

350 MILLION EUROS 
A YEAR IN 
PORTUGAL 



JOBS: 

• > 7.000 permanent jobs 

• > 10.000 part time jobs 
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Game management in Portugal 

• Up to 70% of the Portuguese territory has severe restrictions for 

farming thus forestry, hunting  and tourism (eco-tourism)  are some of 

the few economically viable activities 

• Hunting is already one of the main activities in some regions 

 



Mértola 
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Game management in Portugal 

IMPORTANT ACTIONS INCLUDE 

• Food and water availability 

• Habitat management  

(Game crops, vegetation management, cover, etc.) 

• Populations management  

(monitoring, predator control , densities control and selective shooting) 

• Surveillance 



 WATER 
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SURVEILLANCE 

DISTURBANCE 

CONTROL 



MULTIFUNCTIONAL 
LANDSCAPES 

SUSTAINABLE HUNTING 
AND CONSERVATION 
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Preserving 
 habitats and landscapes 



Preserving 
endangered species 
 



Encontro de Primavera | Sociedade Portuguesa de Pastagens e Forragens 
Gradientes de pastoreio: do doméstico ao bravio 

VALLIA – Valorização de habitats para o lince-ibérico 
 



LIFE HABITAT LINCE ABUTRE 
 



LIFE HABITAT LINCE ABUTRE 
 



HUNTING 



HUNTING 

Game management 
(habitats and populations) 



ECONOMICAL 

SUSTAINABILITY OF 
MEDITERRANEAN 

ECOSYSTEMS 

SOCIAL 

ENVIRONMENTAL 
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WE ACT FOR BIODIVERSITY 











Wildlife Estates - Portugal 
 

• 2007 – Metting at Spa - Pilot WE 
 

 

 

 



Wildlife Estates - Portugal 
 

• December 2011 – BelleEuropa Award to Herdade da Raposa 
              Ceremony at the European Parliament – Biodiversity Conference 

 
 

 

 



Wildlife Estates - Portugal 
 

• May 2012 – Gala dinner & WE award ceremony 
                      (ELO GA Lisbon) 
  

 

 

 



Wildlife Estates 
PORTUGAL 

 
 

Name of the Estate Region Area (ha) 
ZCT Herdade da Raposa Mértola 2.492,38 
ZCT Herdade de Corte de Pão e Água Mértola 1.290,93 
ZCT Herdade da Agolada de Baixo Coruche 1.452,10 
ZCT Herdade da Poupa Rosmaninhal 4.174,00 
ZCT Herdade de Vale Feitoso  Monfortinho 7.079,00 
ZCT Herdade de Fornilhos Amareleja 1.902,52 
ZCT Herdade das Mercês Barrancos 1.044,55 
ZCT Herdade do Pinheiro Alcácer-do-Sal 5.025,00 
ZCT Herdade do Conqueiro Avis 837,35 
ZCT Herdade do Monte Novo e Lobeira Avis 493,61 
ZCT Herdade dos Montes do Tejo Castelo Branco 1.775,13 
ZCT Herdade da Coitadinha Barrancos 994,73 
ZCT Herdade de Vale de Perditos Vila Nova de São Bento 2.956,27 
ZCT Companhia das Lezírias Samora Correia 8.425,00 
ZCT Montes e Serras Silves 493,00 

  TOTAL 40.435,56 



www.anpc.pt 


